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Who we become is far more important than what we do. Because 

everything we do is a product of our character.  

God has called us to live distinctive lives that reflect His character. 

This morning we are going to highlight two primary attributes of God that 

should be reflected in the lives of His children.  

� Generosity, as a reflection of God’s grace 

� Justice (righteousness), as a reflection of God’s holiness 

 

1. Our lives should be marked by generosity as a reflection of God’s 

grace and blessing (Deut. 15:12-18).  

There is an important theme of blessing in these chapters of 

Deuteronomy (14:29; 15:4, 6, 10, 14, 18; 16:10, 15, 17—9 times all 

in the context of giving). The blessing of God is to motivate and 

model how God’s people are to live before God and with one 

another in the context of a covenant community.  

POVERTY 

Last week we saw the practical application of responding to the 

generosity of God’s blessing by extending generosity toward the 

poor.  

15:4-5 (paraphrase)—there would be no need to have poverty 

among you because I will generously bless you…if only you listen 

obediently to the voice of the Lord…. 

In other words, they were to be the extension of God’s blessing 

through their generosity to the poor.  

 

INDEBTED SERVANTS  

But there’s another way in which God’s people were to display His 

generosity within their covenant community. Every seven years they 

were to release their indebted servants.  

[vs. 12-14] Don’t be stingy. You are to send him away with a 

generous supply of provision so he has the ability to get his feet 

planted in the free world again. How generous should you be? As 

generous has God has been to you [… “you shall give to Him as the 

Lord your God has blessed you…”] 

Life Principle: Do unto others as the Lord has done unto you.
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Not only has God been generous in His blessing, vs 15 goes on to 

declare the generosity of His grace. [vs. 15] 

And so they are to release their servants after 7 years because of 

the generosity of God’s grace that redeemed them out of slavery. 

They are to send their servants away with a generous supply 

because God’s blessing has been so abundant toward them.  

Note: this is not primarily a financial issue but a heart issue [vs. 18] 

There was one possible exception to the releasing of servants on 

the sabbatical year. [vs 16-17—legal oath before God]  

What would ever motivate a slave to want to stay under the 

servitude of His master rather than being set free? It would have to 

be a master whose heart was some reflection of the generous, 

grace-filled heart of God who delights in blessing His people.  

The only thing better than trying to survive in the free world would 

be living under a master who loves you, blesses you, is generous 

with you, appreciates your hard work, and loves you as part of his 

own family.  What servant wouldn’t grow to love a master like that 

and want to serve him.  
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 Cf. Matt 7:12 



What I want you to see this morning is that we are called to love 

people with the same generosity that God has bestowed on us in 

grace and blessing. We are to live out of a heart that reflect s the 

heart of God—not only in the covenant community of faith but also 

as a witness to the world.  

[Col 3:22—4:1]
2
� Life Groups  

2. Our lives should be marked by justice
3
 as a reflection of God’s 

holiness (Deut 16:18—17:13).  

 

[vs. 18]: There is to be a system of upholding justice that maintains 

a righteous order among the people of God.  

 

[vs. 19]: If justice is not upheld, the expense (what it will cost) is a 

lack of righteousness in community life. Human nature will take 

advantage of others without proper accountability.  

 

[vs. 20� key verse]:  

 

God’ s blessing is contingent upon the way in which His people live 

together in this covenant community of faith. He expects them to 

reflect His holiness in just and righteous dealings with one another.  

 

Q: Who sets the standard of justice and righteousness? 

A: God Himself not only sets the standard of right and wrong but is 

the standard. His character is the standard by which we are to 

measure our lives.  

Deut 32:4: “He is the Rock! All His ways are justice. A God of 

faithfulness and without iniquity, just and right is He.”  
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 Slaves don’t get paid. Employees today do. We should honor this admonition all 

the more today! 
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 Note: I will be using the terms justice and righteousness interchangeably. While 

these words are distinct in English, both biblical Hebrew and Greek only have one 

word group for these two English terms. (Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 203) 

So justice, biblically speaking, is determined by aligning ourselves to 

the standard of God’s character reflected in His law. So when we 

talk about justice and righteousness, we are talking about a worship 

issue. Justice is the result of giving God His proper place of 

supremacy, honor, and reverence in our lives—that’s worship! 

 

There’s a false dichotomy (separation) in America between justice 

and religion. I realize that America is not a theocracy (under the 

direct rule of God)—it is a democracy under the secular state. But 

justice is not ultimately determined by the supreme court of the 

United States but by the Supreme Judge of heaven.  

 

We as believers are quick to point out the rampant injustice in our 

world—and we should be deeply concerned about it and we should 

pursue justice  with compassion . But before we think about how 

this relates to our secular society we must come to terms with what 

it means for God’s people in a covenant community of faith. We are 

to be the reflection of God’s character to the world—not just in 

word, but in deed!  

 

Now given what I just said a moment ago that justice is primarily a 

worship issue, you won’t be surprised to discover that pure worship 

is the concern of the rest of today’s passage.  In other words the 

charge in vs. 20 is “pursue justice!” but the application is don’t 

desecrate true worship.  

 

[vs. 21-22]: In other words, don’t attempt to blend the sacred with 

the secular (pagan worship). There is no place for religious pluralism 

(bumper stickers with a lineup of religious symbols including the 

cross). Christ must be singular as supreme in our lives or we are on 

the wrong side of divine justice.  

 

[17:1]: Christopher Wright: “Defective sacrifices were a mark of a 

careless and ungrateful people.” (pg, 205).  

 



Life Principle: When our view of God is diminished our sense of 

justice will be distorted. When God is not viewed as supreme, 

justice will be viewed as relative to current human standards.  

 

This is the world in which we live today. The fundamental problem 

with our world is a greatly diminished view of God. We don’t fear 

Him; we don’t seriously regard Him as holy; yet we are shocked by 

the disregard for human life and dignity around us and we are 

offended when God enforces the severity of holy justice on sinful 

humanity.  

 

[17:2-7] Why was idolatry and false worship handled so severely? 

Because a distorted and diminished view of God corrupts justice 

and defies God’s character which His people were to reflect to the 

world. Idolatry is dangerously infectious, and left unchecked, would 

threaten to violate God’s covenant with the entire nation.  

 

Because in our sinful nature we tend to diminish a proper view of 

God and without accountability we tend to take advantage of other  

people, God put in place this system of judicial accountability that 

would include judges, kings, priests, and prophets (Dt 17-18) as 

guard rails and road signs to keep His people on the right pathway 

of God-honoring worship in their daily lives.  

 

The reality is that it can be difficult at times to discern how to bring 

God’s law to bear on the complexities of daily life—sin complicates 

life (stealing, lying, living together, never makes life easier). But God had 

given His people the gift of priests—ministers –who would devote 

their lives to the study, instruction, and application of God’s word. 

So if a case was too difficult for them to settle in their local courts, 

they were to go to the temple (representing the presence of God) 

and bring themselves under the authority of the clear teaching of 

God’s law. [vs. 8-13] 

 

Bottom line: God’s Word is the clearest expression of God’s 

character by which He will judge all things. The Israelite judges had 

no personal authority in these matters, but were to be esteemed 

carefully because they wielded the authority of God’s word. Listen, 

it is essential that you do not take lightly the clear teaching of God’s 

word. When someone can demonstrate that what they are teaching 

is anchored to the Scriptures, you must not act presumptuously and 

disregard that teaching because God’s word will verify the final 

verdict of justice.  

 

God has called us to live distinctive lives that reflect His character. 

 

Two Reflection Questions: 

� Is my life reflecting the holiness of God through personal 

integrity, accountability, and relational fidelity in a pursuit 

of God-honoring righteousness? 

� Is my life reflecting the grace of God in generosity and 

blessing to others out of honor, obedience, and reverence 

toward God?  

GOSPEL 

Holiness of life and generosity of heart don’t just evolve from human 

determination and effort. They require a Savior. Jesus lived a perfect life of 

holiness and righteousness. He upheld the justice of God without a single 

exception. But He also displayed the most generous gift of grace through 

the cross so that we might have the infinite blessing of eternal life.  

Lord Jesus, I thank you that through Your cross You offered up Your 

righteous life to satisfy the holy justice of the Father against our sin so that 

we might be the recipients of His indescribable grace and unspeakable 

blessing. Make it our joy for our lives to reflect Your holy justice and Your 

generous grace. Amen.  


